
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NATHALIE BULLE 
 
 
 

SOCIOLOGY AND EDUCATION 
 

Issues in sociology of education  
 
 
 
 
 

NATHALIE BULLE 
 

 



CONTENTS 
 
 

PART ONE 
EDUCATION AND KNOWLEDGE 
  
 I - The psychogenesis of cognitive development 
  I a - Jean Piaget and the adaptive construction of cognitive structures 
  I b - Lev Vygotsky and the social mediation of the cognitive processes 
 II - The sociogenesis of cognitive development 
 III - Cognitive development and formal education 
 IV - Theories of knowledge and educational principles 
 
 
PART TWO 
EDUCATION AND SOCIAL ACTION: THEORETICAL FOUNDATIONS 
  Social bond, order and action 
 
 I - Karl Marx 
 II - Emile Durkheim 
 III - George H.Mead 
 IV - Talcott Parsons 
 V - Alfred Schütz 
 VI - Raymond Boudon 
 
 
PART THREE 
SOCIOLOGICAL APPROACHES TO FORMAL EDUCATION 
  An analytical framework for an overview of the theoretical approaches 
 
 PART THREE – FIRST SECTION 
 THE SOCIAL/NORMATIVE POLE 
  Structuralism and education 
 
 I - The axiological/ motivational level 
  I a - Cultural explanations 
  I b - Functional explanations 
  I c - Conflict theories and the “hidden curriculum” 
 II - The logical/ cognitive level 
  II a - Culture and modes of thought 
  II b - Basil Bernstein’s theory 
 III - The symbolic/ expressive level 
  III a - Social reproduction and Pierre Bourdieu’s theory 
  III b - The new sociology of education in Great Britain 
 
 PART THREE – SECOND SECTION 
 THE INDIVIDUAL/ INTERACTIONIST POLE 
  Action and interaction in the sociology of education 
 
 I - The axiological/ motivational level 
  I a - Formal education, values and modernity 
  I b - The construction of individual destinies and the “Thomas theorem” 
  I c - William Waller and the ecology of the classroom 
 II - The logical/ cognitive level 
  II a - Cognitive tools and mind 
  II b - Schooling and the transmission of knowledge 
 III - The symbolic/ expressive level 
  III a - Interpretive approaches 
  III b - Gregory Bateson and the Palo Alto Group 
 



PART FOUR 
SCHOOL AND SOCIETY 
 
 PART FOUR – FIRST SECTION 
 SOCIAL PHILOSOPHY, KNOWLEDGE AND EDUCATION 
  School and democracy 
  
 I - Karl Marx and the school of labor 
 II - Naturalism, social utopia and education in the work of Herbert Spencer 
 III - Lester F.Ward and democracy through universalization of knowledge 
 IV - John Dewey and education for democracy 
 V - The problems of the “democratization of culture” according to Karl Mannheim 
 VI - Pragmatism, sociology and knowledge: Durkheim’s criticism 
 
 PART FOUR – SECOND SECTION 
 THE DYNAMICS OF CHANGE IN EDUCATIONAL SYSTEMS 
  Sociologies and social change 
   
 I - Functional approaches 
  I a - The sociological tradition 
  I b - Economic tradition and the “human capital” theory 
 II - Conflict theories 
  II a - Neo-Marxist perspectives 
  II b - Neo-Weberian perspectives 
 III Interactionist approaches 
  III a - Educational change from the early Christian era to the twentieth century 
  III b - Educational change in the twentieth century 
    Expansion of educational systems 
    Evolution of educational thought 
 
 
PART FIVE 
SCHOOLS AND INEQUALITIES 
  Inequality of educational opportunity 
  
 I - Educational systems and occupational systems 
  I a - Types of political domination and types of education in Max Weber 
  I b - Parsons and action-orientation: particularism vs universalism, ascription vs achievement 
  I c - Mobility through sponsorship and mobility through competition 
  I d - Modernization theory and the allocation of social status 
 II - Impact of social variables on academic achievement 
  II a - Social vs school factors effects on individual achievement: The Coleman  Report 
  II b - Determinism vs indeterminism of individual social achievement 
  II c - Impact of family decisions on scholastic attainment 
  II d - An inequality of opportunity processes modelling 
 III - Impact of institutional variables on academic achievement 
  III a - Impact of institutional practices of orientation on academic attainment 
  III b - Effect of types of schools on academic achievement 
  III c - Institutional construction of academic identity 
  III d - Institutional factors in academic success 

 
 
 
 

 


