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An Explanation of Change in French Secondary Education
By Nathalie Bulle

With a foreword by
Raymond Boudon

In this rigorous study of French secondary education during the 20th
century, Nathalie Bulle provides a simulation of how pupils and their
families chose amongst the streams of study available to them. The model
she develops is meticulously constructed and supported by a range of
decision-making models, and explains the development of values about

intellectual education in France. Her research supports the thesis of
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the relative autonomy of the educational system in relation to other
sub-systems of society, and is a major contribution to the sociology of
education. She also examines and provides clarification of some key
epistemological questions posed by the use of formal models to explain

social phenomena.

“Not only does Nathalie Bulle’s book demonstrate an original approach
which can inspire research in the sociology of education and be a role-
model through the pertinence and effectiveness of its methodology; it also
opens up important questions in other domains such as comparative
political sociology”
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—Raymond Boudon
Académie des Sciences Morales et Politiques, Paris
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Studies in Social Analysis

This series makes available in English
the best work of a leading French
research group, GEMASS (Groupe
d’Etude des Méthodes de ’Analyse
Sociologique de la Sorbonne). The
group’s aim is to contribute to the
production of empirical sociological
knowledge and to the renewal of
sociological theory. Their work

is as much concerned with the
relevance of classical sociology as
the contemporary issues on which
it can be focused, and has three
interconnected elements: general
sociological theory; epistemology
and methodology of the social
sciences; and the application of
theories and methods to areas such
as collective action, norms and
values, culture and cultural practices,
morality, debate, knowledge, and
education and social stratification.



